
The Art of 
Storytelling and 
Film to Empower 
the Fight Against 
Censorship

THE MARCH/APRIL AASL KQ issue focuses 
on art as it pertains to STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) 
learning. Art is a broad term that describes 
the use of imagination and skill to create 
objects or experiences intended to be 
appreciated. The visual arts encompass 
painting, sculpture, photography, and 
architecture. The performing arts include 
theater, dance, and live performances. The 
literary arts involve literature, including novels 
and poetry. The musical arts incorporate music, 
from composition to performance. Finally, 

lm encompasses movies and other moving 
images that are often used with learners in 
schools and libraries.
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I am a fan of movies, and one of my favorites 
is Mona isa Smile, a  lm starring ulia 
Roberts. She plays Dr. Katherine Watson, a 
recent UCLA graduate hired to teach art 
history at the prestigious all-female Wellesley 
College in . In the lm, Dr. Watson poses 
the question, “What is art?”
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Throughout my professional career—as an 
elementary librarian, a district library coordinator, 
and now as president of American Association 
of School Librarians—I have prioritized sharing 
school library stories. Library storytelling provides 
insight into the vital work that happens in school 
libraries, whether school librarians are teaching 
learners, collaborating with classroom teachers, 
or advocating for strong partnerships with 
administrators. The storytelling goes beyond data 
points, yet there remain knowledge gaps in many 
individuals’ understanding of the role of the school 
librarian. Additionally, some groups intentionally 
misrepresent the work of school librarians, 
spreading disinformation under the guise of 
protecting children.

Enter The Librarians, a documentary that 
premiered at the 2025 Sundance Film Festival 
in ark City, Utah, this past anuary. Executive 
produced by long-time library supporter and 
reading advocate Sarah essica arker and 
directed by Oscar-nominated, Peabody Award-
winning lmmaker Kim A. Snyder, the lm 
highlights “librarians under siege who join forces 
as unlikely defenders ghting for intellectual 
freedom on the front lines of democracy.” These 
librarians emerge as rst responders in the battle 
for free access to information, facing harassment, 
threats, and even laws aimed at criminalizing their 
work. Audiences witness the escalating con ict 
through heated community meetings that expose 
the arguments for censorship. Several school 
librarians are featured in this powerful lm, which 
delivers a riveting take on the alarming surge of 
book bans across the country.

As a co-founding member of Texas #FReadom 
Fighters, I, along with my Texas colleagues, was 
approached by Kim Snyder and her team about 
creating a lm that captured the current reality 
of school librarians on the intellectual freedom 
frontlines. What began in Texas in 2021 soon spread 
across the country, and TX #FReadom Fighters 
helped connect the lm team with other school 
librarians across the country who were affected.

At this year’s Sundance Film Festival, several 
school librarians and I attended a featured panel 
entitled “ACLU & Storytelling: Driving Change in 
Uncertain Times,” where several key takeaways 
resonated with me for this issue’s theme:

• Entertainment art should be used as both a 
mirror and an advocacy tool.

• The intervention of storytelling in urgent 
moments can be a force for disruption and 
resistance.

• Storytelling plays a crucial role in policymaking 
and public awareness.

• Films can serve as pivotal educational tools.

The Librarians documentary shines a much-needed 
spotlight on the tireless, behind-the-scenes, 
critical work of school librarians in defending the 
right to read. Art often serves as a vehicle for social 
change, raising awareness about issues such as 
access to information and intellectual freedom. My 
hope is that the intersection of our profession’s 
current intellectual freedom challenges and this 
documentary will move viewers beyond awareness 
and into action within their local communities. 
School librarians are in desperate need of allies, 
and this documentary might be the catalyst to 
inspire the engagement school librarians so 
urgently require.

Library storytelling provides insight 
into the vital work that happens in 
school libraries, whether school 
librarians are teaching learners, 
collaborating with classroom teachers, 
or advocating for strong partnerships 
with administrators. 

Art often serves as a vehicle for social change, raising 
awareness about issues such as access to information and 
intellectual freedom. My hope is that the intersection of our 
profession’s current intellectual freedom challenges and this 
documentary will move viewers beyond awareness and into 
action within their local communities.
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