
Anticipating 
Fresh Starts  
and New 
Experiences

THIS SHORT BUT VAST SENTIMENT from Carl Sagan is 
one of my favorite quotes for two reasons. First, as a 
school librarian, it reminds me that in our profession we 
are always encouraging learners to turn to boo s to nd 
knowledge. Second, it reminds me of the anticipation 
of each school year, and the promise of a fresh start 
and the unknown. 

The quote is kind of screaming itself to me this year. After 
spending the past 22 years in elementary school as both 
a classroom teacher and school librarian, I am entering 
year 23 at a high school, and not just any high school, 
but the one I graduated from. If someone had walked up 
to my teenage self and told me that over 30 years later 
I would be one of the high school’s librarians, I would 
have thought the Candid Camera producers were lurking 
nearby to get my horri ed reaction. At the time, I had 
no intention of entering the eld of education and every 
intention of moving out of the area and never returning. 

Yet, here I am all these years later, and I can honestly 
say it’s the most excited I’ve been to start a school year 
in more than half a decade. I am energized to work with 
teenagers, learn new things in a new location, and feel 
revitalized about my profession.

While this issue of Knowledge Quest doesn’t have a true 
theme as most of our past issues have, the majority 
of the articles just happened to magically connect to 
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“Somewhere, something incredible is 
waiting to be known.”

6 KNOWLEDGE QUEST / VOL. 54 NO. 1

All materials in this journal subject to copyright by the American Library Association 
may be used for the noncommercial purpose of scientific or educational advancement 

granted by Sections 107 and 108 of the Copyright Revision Act of 1976. Address 
usage requests to the ALA Office of Rights and Permissions.



an overall sense of anticipating new experiences, 
especially a new school year. Immediate Past President 
Becky Calzada presents us with an article on AASL 
Conference 0 , bene cial for those who will be 
attending the national conference for the rst time and 
for conference veterans who might need a refresher. 
For those who are St. Louis bound in October, this 
one is for you!

My fellow North Carolina teacher librarian, Mollee 
Holloman, shares how school librarians can goal 
set in order to focus on creating specialized and 
impactful library programs. We know that we all wear 
multiple hats in our building and oftentimes that 
becomes completely overwhelming. By using patience 
and persistence, school librarians can set small, 
manageable goals each semester or year and then 
build these foundations each subsequent school year. 
Holloman’s article includes many practical tips from 
both rst year and veteran school librarians. These 
can easily be adjusted and adapted to meet the needs 
of an individual school setting.

Dr. Daniella Smith outlines key strategies for new 
school librarians, including building professional 
relationships, managing budgets, developing 
collections, creating programming, and fostering 
community partnerships. Smith also describes 
how mentorship and planning can assist the school 
librarian in advocating for their value in the building by 
positively impacting learner achievement and success. 
As school librarian jobs continue to be cut in many 
states, being able to strongly champion our relevance 
is a timely issue.

Scot Smith gives us a look at the importance of 
advising and coaching pre-service school librarians 
during their time in graduate school. Our roles in the 
profession have changed over time and it is crucial 
that pre-service candidates understand that there 
are many complexities to the job, depending on the 
state, district, and speci c school an individual is 
working in. Smith also discusses how the pre-service 
librarianship program at the University of Tennessee 
assigns job-embedded practitioners two mentors—
one site-based (and usually a classroom teacher) and a 
non-site-based licensed librarian from another school 

in the district. This dual mentorship allows new 
school librarians to receive both school- and 
job-speci c information and feedback, thus 
providing a stronger sense of community.

Finally, for anyone who has been considering 
taking on new leadership roles with the 
profession but feels trepidation, Jennifer 
Cooper’s group Q&A shows it might not be as 
scary as you think! Interviews with past and 
current leaders from different state school 
library associations detail ways to get involved, 
their personal whys for getting involved, and 
how their state associations have been affected. 
We know that our state chapters rely mainly 
on volunteers, and as active members in these 
associations we must step up to continue to 
advocate for ourselves and our work.

As we all begin a new school year and, for some, 
new chapters in our careers and lives, I end 
with another one of my favorite quotes from an 
anonymous source  “Today is the rst page of a 
new book; make it a good story.”

While this issue of 
Knowledge Quest doesn’t 
have a true theme as most 
of our past issues have, 
the majority of the articles 
just happened to magically 
connect to an overall 
sense of anticipating new 
experiences, especially a 
new school year. 

We know that our state chapters rely mainly on volunteers, 
and as active members in these associations we must step 
up to continue to advocate for ourselves and our work.

KQ / OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF AASL 7

All materials in this journal subject to copyright by the American Library Association 
may be used for the noncommercial purpose of scientific or educational advancement 

granted by Sections 107 and 108 of the Copyright Revision Act of 1976. Address 
usage requests to the ALA Office of Rights and Permissions.


